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About UNWTO 

158 Full Members (Governments)  

6  Associate Members (non sovereign territories) 

500+  Affiliate Members (non-governmental) 

2  Observers (Holy See and Palestine) 
 

UN specialized agency responsible for the 

promotion of tourism as a tool for economic 

growth, inclusive development and 

environmental sustainability 
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World tourism 







Source: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Inbound tourism in the world 
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Sustainable tourism for development 

Agenda 21 Rio+10 

Marrakesh 

Process 2003-

2011 

Rio+20 New SDG 

Adoption of a 10-year framework of 

programme (10YFP) on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production (SCP); in 

2014, appointment of UNWTO has lead 

partner for tourism 

International 

Year of 

Sustainable 

Tourism for 

Development 
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 



70th Session of UN General 

Assembly 2015 

“Decides to proclaim 2017 the 

International Year of Sustainable 

Tourism for Development” 

 
 

UNWTO- the leading agency to 

coordinate all IY2017 related activities  

on a global basis… 
 

 

 
 1967: International Tourist Year:  

Tourism – Passport to Peace 

2002: International Year of Ecotourism 
 



 
① Raise awareness on the contribution of 

sustainable tourism to development 

 

② Mobilize all stakeholders in making the sector 

a catalyst for positive change 

 

③ Foster change in policies, business  

practices and consumer behavior  

in tourism 

 

OBJECTIVES 



① Advocacy and awareness-raising 

② Knowledge creation and dissemination 

③ Policymaking 

④ Capacity-building and education 

LINES OF ACTION 



5 KEY AREAS  

① Inclusive and sustainable economic growth 

② Social inclusiveness, employment and       

poverty reduction 

③ Inclusive and sustainable economic growth 

④ Cultural values, diversity and heritage  

⑤ Mutual understanding, peace and security 

 



SDGs 1, 2, 8, 

9, 10, 17 

 

 

IY2017 Key Areas 

Inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth 

 

SDGs 1, 3, 4, 

5, 8 

SDGs 6, 7, 11, 

12, 13, 14, 15 

SDGs 8, 11, 

12 

SDGs 4, 16 

Social inclusiveness, 

employment and 

poverty reduction 

Resource efficiency, 

environmental protection 

and climate change 

Cultural values, diversity 

and heritage 

Mutual understanding, 

peace and security 

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



 

ROADMAP 

 
 





 

UNWTO 

 
 

• Content 

• Measurement 

• Ethics 

• Development 

• Official events 

• IY Ambassadors 

• Website 

• Campaign 

 



WEBSITE The website is a collaborative platform inviting all 

players to share content (projects, initiatives, stories 

and research) as well as their own celebrations of the 

IY2017. 

 

www.tourism4development2017.org 
 

Share knowledge and allow the world to learn more 
about how sustainable tourism can be an effective 

tool for development. 

 

WEBSITE 

http://www.tourism4development2017.org/
http://www.tourism4development2017.org/
http://www.tourism4development2017.org/


• A Consumer-oriented Campaign 

Promotion through international media, Travellers’ 

competition, Consumer pledge…  

• Tips for a Responsible Traveler 

Developed by the World Committee on Tourism Ethics 

and are based on the UNWTO Global Code of Ethics 

for Tourism 

CAMPAIGN 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4GhKvI9PFvU&list=PLeBPu6JHeH_sPKw_7hQXDsdWvd-nYvnFl&index=4








 Approval of the Framework 

 Convention on Tourism Ethics 

 
I. Covers responsibilities of all 

stakeholders in the development of 

sustainable tourism 

II. Legal framework to ensure that tourism 

growth is managed responsibly 

ETHICS 



I.  Discussion Paper on  

“Sustainable Tourism for Development” 

 

II. “Journey to 2030: Tourism and the 

Sustainable Development Goals” Project 

CONTENT 



 Measuring Sustainable Tourism 
 

I. SDG indicators based on statistics 

II. Integrated policies need integrated data 

III. UNWTO + UNSD working to harmonize 

TSA and SEEA 

 

MEASURING SUSTAINABILITY 

Engage, 
Research & 

Discuss 
Pilot studies  
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Capacity 
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MEASURING SUSTAINABILITY 



 International Network of Sustainable 

 Tourism Observatories 
 

I. Tangible and structured data for 

evidence-based decision-making 

II. Engage local stakeholders in destination 

management 

III. Flexible 

IV. Innovate and exchange knowledge 

 

MEASURING SUSTAINABILITY 



 Inclusion of UNWTO in OECD DAC’s 

 list of Officla Developemnt Assistance 

 (ODA)-eligible organizations 

  
I. Membership fees are ODA-eligible 

II. Powerful recognition of role of tourism 

in sustainable development 

 

DEVELOPMENT 



H.E. Mr. Juan 

Manuel Santos 
 

H.E. Mrs. Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf 

 

H.E. Shaikha Mai 

bint Mohammed 

Al-Khalifa  
  

H.M. King  

Simeon II 

 

 

H.E. Dr. Talal  

Abu-Ghazaleh 
 

 

Mr. Huayong Ge Dr. Michael  

Frenzel 

 

 

H.E. Mr. Tuilaepa 

Sailele Malielegaoi 

H.E. Mr. Luis 

Guillermo Solís 

 

SPECIAL AMBASSADORS 

H.E. Maria-Louise 

Coleiro Preca 

 

 



OFFICIAL EVENTS 



 
 

UNWTO Headquarters 

Calle Capitan Haya 42 

28020 Madrid, Spain 

 

www.unwto.org 

omt@unwto.org 


